CHAPTER II

THAT a newspaper should late in 1835 have thought

it worth while to suspeft Bulwer of serious political

ambition and to suggeft that he saw himself as poten-

tially a " tribune of the people," is evidence of the

position to which his four and a half years of parlia-

mentary life had brought him.    He had entered the

House in April 1831 as out-and-out Reform member

for the borough of St. Ives.    He made his maiden

speech on July 5, on the second night of the second

reading of Lord John Russell's second Reform Bill.

The Bill was read again in September and passed by

the   House  of  Commons   on   September   22.    On

Oftober 7 it was rejefted by the House of Lords and

Parliament was prorogued.    On December 12 Lord

John Russell introduced his third Reform Bill in a

reassembled  House of Commons.    The  House of

Lords put up a laft fight ; but the violent agitation in

the country and the ftrong Reform colouring of the

Commons overbore their opposition.    The Bill became

law in June 1832;   and one of its immediate effefts

was to unseat Edward Bulwer, whose constituency of

St. Ives was swept away under the provisions of the

new Aft.

The firft Reformed Parliament was elefted in
November 1832, Bulwer reappearing at St. Stephen's
as member for Lincoln. He sat for Lincoln until in
1841 he began his ten years' retirement from parlia-
mentary life; and the moft agreeable and valuable
result of his long association with that city was the
friendship which sprang up between him and Charles
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